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STATUTES 

OF THE 

AMERICAN ACADEMY of ARTS and SCIENCES. 



CHAPTER I. 

Of Officers, and the manner of their ekSliotr.. 

i. r I T HERE fhall be a Preiident, one Vice -Preiident, ten- 
X Counfellors, two Secretaries, a Treasurer, a Vice-Trea j - 
furer, and a Keeper of the Cabinet : which officers fhall be annu^ 
ally elected by written votes on the day next preceding the laft 
Wednefday in May. 

2. In order to this elecTion, the Preiident, or in his abfence the 
Vice-Prefident, or in the abfenceof the Preiident and Vice Prefi- 
dent, the fenior Counfellor prefent fhall take the chair, at three 
o'clock, P. M. and after the choice of three fcrutineers by nomina- 
tion, the ballot lhall begin and remain open till five o'clock, at 
which time it ihall be cioi'ed ; upon which, fliould it appear in any 
inftance that there is no choice, the balloting lhall be renewed till a. 
choice is made. 

3. Each Elector fhall deliver his balloting lift, folded, to the Pre- 
fident, and a icrutineer, fitting by the Preiident with a lift of the 
Members of the Academy prefent before him, ihall mark the name 
of each perfon fo delivering in his lift. 

4. When the ballot is doled, the icrutineer (hall fort the votes,, 
and report the fame to the chair ; after which, the prefiding mem- 
ber (hall declare the perfons, who have the majority of votes,, to be 
the officers refpeftively for the enfuing year. 

5. If either of the Secretaries, the Treafurer, cr the Keeper of the 
Cabinet die, refign, or be removed during the year, at the next 
meeting of the Academy the vac mt office or offices ihall be filled by 
written votes for the remaining part of the year. 

6. At 
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6. At all ele&ions of officers, if the fuffrages fhould be equal, the 
(iecifion ihall be by lots prepared by the fcrutineers, and drawn by 
the Prefident. 

7. Notwithftanding the election of officers be annual, the Aca- 
demy referve to themfelves a power of removing any of them for 
negleftof their truft, or difobedience to the orders of the Academy. 

8- A Meffenger may be appointed or removed at any meeting of 
the Academy. 

CHAP. II. 

Of the Prefident and Vice-PrefJent: . 

1 . THE bufinefs of the Prefident, or in his abfence of the Vice- 
Prefident, or in the abfence of the Prefident and Vice-Preiident, 
then of the fenior Counfellor prefent, ihall be to prefide in the 
meetings, andto regulate the debates of the. Academy and Coun- 
cil ; to ftate and put queftions both in the affirmative and negative,. 
according to motions regularly made ; to call for reports and ac- 
counts from Committees and others ; to preferve decorum ; to 
fummon all meetings of the Council, and all extraordinary meet- 
ings of the Academy, by advice of Council, upon any urgent occa- 
fions ; andto execu te. or to fee, to the. execution of the ftatutes of 
the Academy.. 

2. The Prefident, or in his abfence the Vice -Prefident or pre- 
fiding Counfellor, is empowered to draw upon the Treafurer for. 
fuchfums of money as the Academy fhall direct. 

C H. A P. III,. 

Of 'the Council. 

1. THE Council fiialt have full authority, and it is their iricum 
bent duty, from time to time, to originate i'uch laws, ftatutes, or- 
ders andconilitutions, as fhall appear. to. them to be neceffary or- 
yfeful, according to. their judgment and difcretion, for. the regula- 
tion, government, and promotion of the defign of the, Academy : 
all which laws, ftatutes, orders and conftitutions, fhall be by them, 
prefented at a meeting of. the Academy, for the approbation of the. 
Fellows ; alfo toprepare fuch.other matters as they may judge, 
proper to be purfued by the Academy, in order to advance ip the. 
fcgft. manner the end of its inftitution.. Nevenhdefs, no Fell* w iV 
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hereby precluded, from laying before the Academy fuch /patters, or 
propofing fucji laws, as be lhall think conducive to its benefit. 

2. The Council, with the Prefident and Treafurer, hztm power to 
make conclufiv.e bargains for real or perfonal eftate, for the bene- 
fit of the Academy, and to rent the fame, and to give orders con- 
cerning the improvement of the eftate, goqds, lands and revenues 
of the Academy, purfuant to the orders of the Academy. 

3. Every deed or writing to which the common feal is to be af- 
fixed, ihall be palled and fealed in Council, and figned by the Prefi- 
dent, and four, at the leaft, of the Council. 

4. During the receffes of the Academy, the Council fhall direct 
the Secretaries in fuch correspondence as they fhall find expedient. 
The whole of which fhall be laid before the Academy at its next 
meeting. 

5. The Council fhall order fuch papers and letters to be record- 
ed as they fhall think proper. 

CHAP. IV. 

Of the Secretaries. . 

1. ONE of the Secretaries fhall have the charge and cuftody of 
the Charter and Statute-Book, Journal-Books, Regifter-Books, and 
all literary papers belonging to the Academy ; and alfo all letters, 
after tliey have been recorded, fhall be kept by him on file. This 
Secretary, if poffible, fhall attend at all meetings of the Academy 
and Council, where, when the prefiding member hath taken the 
chair, he fhall read the orders and entries of the laft precedent 
meeting, and fhall take notes of the orders and transactions of the 
prefent meeting, to be entered by him in the refpe&ive books, to 
which they relate. And when there fhall be a competent number 
for making elections, he fhall give notice of any candidates that 
fhall ftand" propounded in order to election into the Academy. 

2. The other Secretary fhall have the charge and cuftody of tj»e 
letter-books belonging to the Academy. He fhall attend all meet- 
ings of the Academy and Council, and read all letters fent to the 
Academy, or to any memberin his academical capacity, and draw 
up all letters to be written to any perfons in the name of the Acade- 
my or Council (to be read and approved of in fome meeting of ei- 
ther, refpe&ively) except for fome particular caufe and confidera- 
tion, fome other perfon or perfons be appointed by the Academy 
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9$ CbttneH, to draught any fuch letter. He fhall alfb enter all let- 
ten that fhall be directed by the Academy or the Council, and 
vflxeti entered, the originals fhall be delivered to the firft-mention- 
ed Secretary in order to their being filed. 

3. At every meeting of the Academy, the Secretary, in whofe 
cuuody the letter -books are, fhall read any entries that the prefid- 
ing member fhall direct j and the Secretary, in whofe cuftody the 
originals are, fhall have with him, ready to produce, the file of all 
letters received fince the laft precedent meeting, that, if it be re- 
quired, a comparifon may be made. 

4. Each Secretary fhall deliver an attefted copy of any tranfac- 
tion of the Academy, or paper belonging to his particular depart- 
ment, to any member, upon his producing a written licence from 
the Council for that purpofe ; and to any other perfon, who fhall 
produce a licence from the Academy figned by the prefiding mem- 
ber, and in no other cafe whatever. 

5. Whenever any copy fhall be delivered byaSecretary, the per- 
fon, upon receiving it, fhall pay him fuch fees as the Academy may 
eftablifh. 

C H A P. V. 

Of the Treafurer and Vice-Treafurer. 

r. THE Treafurer and Vice- Treafurer fhall give fuch fecurity as 
the Academy fhall require for the truft repofed in them reflectively. 

2. The Treafurer fhall receive officially all monies or fums of 
money due or payable, and all bequefts and donations that may 
be made to the Academy : and by order of the Prefident or pre- 
fidittg member, fhall pay fuch fums as the Academy or the Council 
fhall direct, purfuant to the orders of the Academy, and fhall 
make no difburfements of money otherwife, and fhall keep a par- 
ticular account of fuch orders, receipts, and payments. 

3. All monies or fums of money whereof there fhall not be pre- 
fent occafion for expending, or difpofing to the ufe of the Academy, 
fhall be put out to intereft on fuch fecurities, or otherwife dif- 
pofed of as the Academy, or the Prefident and Council, purfuant 
to the orders of the Academy, fhall direct. 

" 4. The Treafurer's accounts fhall be annually audited by a 
Committee appointed by the Academy for that purpofe. In which 
appointment not more than one member of the Council fhall be 
included. 

5. In 
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5, In cafe of the death, refignation or removal of the Treafurer, 
the Vice-Treafurer is empowered to receive all bpoks,; papers, and 
effects, that were in the cuftody of the Treafurer, and which be- 
long to the Academy, and to give receipts and difcharges for the 
fame in the name of the Academy. A duplicate of which figned 
by the Vice-Treafurer fhall be filed with the President. The fame 
procefs fhall be obferved upon the choice of a hew Treafurer, and 
his acceptance of the office. 

C H A P. Vt. 

Of the Keeper of the Cabinet-. 

1. THE Keeper of the Cabinet fhall receive and have in his 
charge and cuftody, all productions of nature and works of art, 
that .ihall be purchafed by, or prefented to the Academy- He 
fhall arrange them according to their refpeciive claffes in natural 
hiitory, philofophy, &c. at his own difcretion ; unlefs he be o di- 
rected therein by a Committee ef the Academy for that purpofe. 
He fhall alfo, in a book, to be kept by him, regifter the various 
articles in claffes correlponding to the arrangeinenc of the Articles 
themfelves, with the deicnprion that may accompany the article, 
the donor's name, and the place whence taken ; and the time 
when prefented. 

2. He fhall attend the exhibitions of the articles in his cuftody, 
whenever the Academy fhall meet ; and no perfon fhall be admit- 
ted to a view of them at any other time, unlefs in prefence of the 
Keeper of the Cabinet, x>r fome member appointed by the Council 
for that purpofe. 

3. He ihall be Librarian to the Academy 'till they fhall judge 
it expedient to appoint a diftinct perfon to that office. 

4. He fhall give fuch fecurity as the Academy fhall judge proper 
for the faithful difcharge of his office, and for furrendering the 
articles in his cuftody, whenever required by the Academy. 

C H A P. VII. , 

Of the Meetings of the Academy and Council. 

1. THERE fhall annually be four ftated meetings of the 
Academy, viz. On the laft Wednefday in January, and the day 
lext preceding the laft Wednefday in May, at Bojion, and on the 

Wcdnefdajr 
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Wednefday next preceding the laft Tuefday in Augujl, and the 
fecond Wednefday in November at the Univerfity in Cambridge. 
Provided that in cafe the Prefident fliall at either of the faid an- 
nual meetings, within the year of his firft appointment, think 
proper to deliver ,before the Academy, an inaugural oration or phi- 
lofophical difcourfe, the place of fuch meeting may be at Bqftcn 
or Cambridge, according as it fliall be moft convenient to him : of 
which he fhall give notice at fome preceding meeting of the 
Academy. — The Council fhall alfo meet four times annually, viz. 
On the firft "Wednefday in January, and the firft Wednefday in 
May, at Bofton ; and on the firft Wednefday in Augujl, and the 
third Wednefday in Oflober, at Cambridge : unlefs it mould by any 
means be unfafe for the Academy or Council to convene at either 
of the places above-mentioned, at the times fpecified. In which 
cafe the Prefident with the advice of the Council, may appoint the 
next ftated meeting of the Academy, at any place within thirty 
miles diftance from Bofton ; and the Prefident in the abovementioned 
cafe may appoint a meeting of the Council within the above faid 
limits. 

2. Extraordinary meetings of the Academy may be Tailed at 
any time or place within thirty miles diftance from Bojion, by the 
Prefident with the advice of the Council. And extraordinary 
meetings of the Council may be called by the Prefident within the 
aforefaid limits, whenever he fhall judge it necefiary. 

3. Eleven Fellows fhall be prefent to conftitute a meeting of 
the Academy, unlefs for the purpofes of receiving communica- 
tions, and adjourning, in which cafes, fcven fhall be a quorum. 
And at any meeting of the Council the prefiding member, with 
four others of the Council, are required to be prefent, in order 
to tranfact any bufinefs proper to the Council. 

4. At all meetings of the Academy or Council the Prefident, and 
Vice-Prefident, or in their abfence, the prefiding member fliall 
have a right to vote in common with the other members of either 
body reflectively. 

5. No perfon fhall be introduced to any meeting of the Academy 
but by vote of the Academy, except American and foreign Am 
baffadors, members of Congrefs, members of the Supreme Legif- 
lative and Executive of the State of Mqfachufetts for the time be- 
ing, and members of fimilar inftitutions with this Academy, who 
may be introduced by any member of the Academy. 

C 6.. 
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6. All meetings of the Academy fhall be advertised in two- at 
leaft of the public news-papers, fourteen days ;previous to fuch 
meeting, by one of the Secretaries under direction of the Prefident, 
or in his abfence of the Vice-Prefident, or prefiding member of 
the Council. 

7. All meetings of the Council fhall be notified to the feveral 
members by billets from ; the Pre Adent, or one of -the Secretaries 
under direction of the Prefident, or in his abfence, of the Vice- 
Prefident or prefiding member of the Council,, feyen 4ays atleaft^ 
before the time ftated or:propofed for a meeting.. 

C HA P. VIII. 

Of Fellows. 

1. N O perfon fhall be. elected a Fellow of the Academy, unlefs 
propofed and recommended by one or more of the members, nor 
nominated to the Academy until he has firft been propofed to the 
Council,, and they have confented to fuch nomination ; and the- 
name, place of abode, and addition of the perfon recommended, 
fhall. be delivered in*, figned. by the propofers, and. read by one 
of the Secretaries. A fair copy of fuch paper, with the date 
when delivered, fhall be hung up in the room, where the Academy 
fhall from time to time meet, on which the Candidates may be 
balloted for at the next, or fome fucceeding meeting. And if 
three-fourths of the Fellows then prefent fhalLballot in his favor, 
he fhall be a member. 

2 . Each Fellow refiding in the State of Mafachufetts, fhall be fub- 
jecT: to an annual payment of Spanijh milled dollars in fpecie, 
or an equivalent in bills of the current exchange. Fellows with- 
out the State fhall be fubject to no other annual payment, than 
they voluntarily confent to. 

C H A P. IX. 

Of Proceedings on literary Performances., 

1. THE Academy will never give their judgment or opinion^ 
upon any literary performances prefented to them, but allow it 
to reft upon its own merit, and the credit of its author. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

Of Oaths. 

i. THE Prefident, Vice-Prefident, Counfellors, Secretaries^ 
Treafurer, Vice-Treafurer and Keeper of the Cabinet, fhall each 
take the following oath, mutatis mutandis : 

I A. B. elected to the office of in the American Academy 

of Arts and Sciences, do /wear, that I will, according to my 
beji judgment and di/cretion, faithfully dif charge the duties of the 
trufi reppfed in me. 

So help me GOD. 



An Explanation of the Plate in the title Page. 

THE principal figure in it is Minerva. At her right-hand is a 
field of Indian Corn, the native grain of America. The profpeft 
on that fide is bounded by an ,hiH> crowned wkh Oaks. On the 
declivity of the hill, towards the fea, appears the out-fkirt of a 
town, the body ofwhich is concealed by the hill. About the feet 
of Minerva are feattered feveral inftrUments of husbandry. Oft 
her leftvhatidf aire a quadrant and a tekfcope, a profpedfc of the 
fea, with a fhip fleering towards the town •, and the fun rifing, 
and appearing compkatly above the cloud, in which it rofe. Over 
the whole, the motto Sub libertate floaent. 

The device reprefents the fituation of a new country, depend- 
ing principally on agriculture : but attending at the fame time to 
arms, commerce, and the fciences. The fun above the cloud 
reprefents, not only our political ftate in 1780, when the Academy 
was firft incorporated, but alfo the rifing ftate of America, in re* 
gard to empire, and the arts and feiettces. 

The motto conveys the general idea, that arts and fcienceft 
flourifh beft in free States 




